226 Clephant
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Elephant is [hie lasgest animal that lives on e,
Among ali animals, only some kinds o whales are log-

ers The clephant is also the second tallest member of the

animal kingdoo, Only the givatte is taller. Elephants are
the only animals that have a nose i the Torm oy a long
truohk, which they use as « band. They have largey ears
than any other armal, and their tusks are the kogest
feeth

There sre bwo chiel kinds of elephants, Alvican e
phants and fuclian clephants. also known as Asian cle
piranis, Alican elephains live only in Atrica south ol thie
Sahira. Indian ¢lephants live in paits ot India and Sonth
rast Asin

Flephants are extremely strong and highly intelligent
People have tamed and trained them jor thousands ot
vears. The logyging inednsty in some Asian countries
uses elephants to carry heavy loads. People throughoud
the wonld enjoy watehing elephants in citcuses and
700s. Trained circus clephants stand on their heads, lie
down and rall aver, danceand pertorm other teicks,

One ol the vadiest recorded uses ol elephants 1ook
place inwar, I 341 IRC, 4 Macedoian army led by
Alexander the Greal defeated Persian soldiers who rode
elephas m battle, In 218 B, the famous general Han
nibal ol Carthage ased elephants
\Ips and invaded Ttaly.

During the 18060, an Alrican elepham mmed Jumbao
was featured by the London Zoo Tor more than 17 vears
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Visilors canuwe trom all parts of the wored to see Jumibo
the: largest andmal it caplivity at thel time, He stood 11
feet 124 maeters: tll and weighed more than 14,500
pounds 16,600 Kilograms:, In 1887 the Aimencan show
man . 1 Bammum purchased Jumbo and made the ele
phant i star atraction of bis circos, The word jimba i
care i common adjective Tor anything extyemely jarge
SOme PEOPIETFRVEITo- AlFica and-parts 0b Asii 1 see

| wilkd elephanisin then owa covitonmuent. However the
number-obwild elephants has been steadily declining
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A public AWareness campaign was lavmched in e

Q805 10 save the Ajvican elephant. Peopdt througl,
oul the Wesld woere made aware thaglHiousaed s a2 ele
phants were hémg slanghtercdtvery vear 1o provice
ivory jewelty and Cavings Japan was the greatest ean
stimer ol ivory. | e ].l]n.unMﬂh.i!l the ivory that
they importedTor signalun e seals, iemal carved

| stamps used o printthen names inink, 0 s estie el

| that 42,000 clephants were Kiiled cach year to abtain
vy Ton these seals o

The importance of elephants

Wild elephants pertorne several iroportant natursi
tunctions. T or example, they help i densely woaoded

wreas into inore open aredas by ieeding on trees and



