What is a SmartBoard?

“[The SmartBoard] is an electronic whiteboard writing surface [that] can capture writing electronically in group teaching situations. Interactive whiteboards require a computer and are designed to allow interaction with a projected computer image.

Interactive whiteboards are used in one of three ways:

   1. To capture notes written on the whiteboard surface using a battery free pen.

   2. To control (click and drag) and/or mark-up (annotate) a computer-generated image projected on the whiteboard surface from a digital projector

   3. To operate any software that is loaded onto the connected PC, including access to the Internet via a web browser.

Interactive whiteboards are replacing blackboards and whiteboards. They work as a large computer screen by projecting the computer image onto the board via an external projector. The computer can be controlled via the board; when sensors on the board are activated in different places, the cursor points to that location.

Interactive whiteboards are used in many schools as replacements for traditional whiteboards and to provide ways to show students material on the computer (educational software, web sites, and others). Projectors, which are used on interactive whiteboards, can also be connected to a video recorder or DVD player thus eliminating the need for a television in the classroom. The interactive whiteboard also allows students to solve puzzles and math problems and demonstrate their knowledge, and allows the teacher to keep notes on the lesson.

In addition, interactive whiteboards allow teachers to record their instruction and post the material for review by students at a later time. This can be a very effective instructional strategy for students who benefit from repetition, who need to see the material presented again, for students who are absent from school, for struggling learners, and for review for midterms and finals. Brief instructional blocks can be recorded for review by students—they will see the exact presentation that occurred in the classroom with the teacher's audio input. This can help transform learning and instruction.”

Source: 

“Interactive Whiteboard.” <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smartboard> Accessed on October 25, 2006.  

** For more information, including tutorials, lists of interactive websites, and links to SmartBoard lesson plans, visit http://eduscapes.com/sessions/smartboard/ 
