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Creating a Citation for a Website

Lesson Plans for Grades 5/6 

Connection to the Curriculum

This lesson will be taught as part of a science unit on the solar system.  Students will be briefly introduced to the MLA format for citing a Web page.  (Collaborating with classroom teacher Regina Tippmann)

Essential Question

· How is a Web page cited in a bibliography using MLA style?

Performance Objectives

· Students will create a citation for a Web page of their choice.

Indiana State Academic Standards

5th grade English/Language Arts
· 5.5.3 Write or deliver a research report that has been developed using a systematic research process (defines the topic, gathers information, determines credibility, reports findings) and that: 
· uses information from a variety of sources (books, technology, multimedia) and documents sources (titles and authors).

· demonstrates that information that has been gathered has been summarized.
· organizes information by categorizing and sequencing. 
6th grade English/Language Arts

· 6.5.3
Write or deliver a research report that has been developed using a systematic research process (defines the topic, gathers information, determines credibility, reports findings) and that: 
· uses information from a variety of sources (books, technology, multimedia) and documents sources independently by using a consistent format for citations.

· demonstrates that information that has been gathered has been summarized.
· demonstrates that sources have been evaluated for accuracy, bias, and credibility.

· organizes information by categorizing and sequencing, and demonstrates the distinction between one’s own ideas from the ideas of others, and includes a bibliography (Works Cited). 

AASL/AECT Information Literacy Standards for Student Learning

· Standard 8: The student who contributes positively to the learning community and to society is information literate and practices ethical behavior in regard to information and information technology.

· Indicator 2: Respects intellectual property rights
Materials

· Computers with Internet access
· LCD projector 
· Whiteboard, chart paper or overhead projector
· Copies of Citing a Website handout
Procedure

1. Ask students to give reasons why it is important to cite their sources.  Remind them of the term “plagiarism,” its meaning and consequences.

2. Project an example web page (http://descy.50megs.com/descy/webcred/webcred/dhmo.html) with the LCD projector.

3. Write the format for a web page citation on the whiteboard, chart paper or overhead.  Point out the five pieces of information students should take note of when using a website as a source.  Emphasize the way in which the citation is punctuated.

4. Ask students to find the five pieces of information for the website on display.  Write out the citation on the whiteboard with the help of the class.

5. Pass out the Citing a Website handout.  

6. Have students navigate to a site they have chosen for research (see web evaluation assignment from the previous lesson) and practice writing a citation for that website. 

7. Circulate around the room to assist students.
Assessment

· Teacher observation of participation and comprehension
· Ability to correctly use citations will be assessed in the finished research paper
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